Gastrografin administration in the treatment of postoperative delayed gastric emptying.
Five cases of delayed gastric emptying (DGE) are reported. Three patients had pancreatic head carcinoma and underwent a Whipple operation during which truncal vagotomy and gastrectomy were performed. The remaining two patients underwent vagotomy and gastrectomy because of benign peptic ulcer. In one of the pancreatectomy cases, the pylorus was at first preserved, but after DGE developed, a gastrectomy was carried out, which did not result in any improvement. The duration of DGE was 16-72 days, during which time the patients were under total parenteral or enteral nutrition. There were no other major complications. The patients received prokinetic agents (metoclopramide, erythromycin) but without any improvement. Finally, all patients were treated with Gastrografin, 40 ml every two hours, via a nasogastric tube. In all cases, gastric motility was restored within 20-36 hours.